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Bryaatt. Calcurta. 
Monthiy. 
1 | “ Dharma-o-Karma” oe. | Calontta ... ssi pea 8 
2 66 Prachar 99 10 eee Bhowanipore, Calcutta 5680 6 cee 
Fortnightly. 
1 66 Islam Alam 0 ea 900 Calcutta 500 ees eevee ; 260 „„ 4„%6ö L 
2 [Sign Board” ... „Ditto evs 600 | 31st December 1906, 
3 Weekly. | 
1 | * Anusandhan ” „ | Calcutta ... éée 1,200 83 | 
2 |“ Bangabbumi ” ek ee ots 1,400 bis 
8 |} Bangavasi” ... „ sha 9,000 | 30th Deoember 1905. 
4 {“Basumati” ... % aver se 18,000 ditto. - 
6 |“ Bitavadi” _... . 5 16,000 3 and 29th December 
6 „ Hindustan” ... 1 . 1 
7 5 Maba kali Patrika i eee Litto eee ees 929 90 66 6600» 
S [„ Mohammadi” .. Pe Ditto... wee ove cee 00 
9 J Mihir-o-Sudhakar ” „„ ae sii 1,000 | 29th December 1906. 
10 | “ Mistabhasi’”’ ... . si 300 sie wis 
11 | “Nava Tug „ „ ot 600 | Ist January 19 6. 
13 |‘*Navavarta” ... ol ae 5 —0— — eee 
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Weekly. 
1 |“ Roznama-i-M ukad das- Calcutta ... 9 1.000 3 
Hablul Mateen.“ 
Baxo LI. Burpwaw Division. 
Weekly. 
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2 |“ Bankura n“ .. | Bankura = 1,166 | 1st Ja 1906. 
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I- HO ADMINISTRATION. | ca 
a : | (a)—-Police, 41 | ret ‘18 
of the Burdwan Sanjivani { Burdwan | of the 26th Decem- nnn 
en ber describes 255 a Sint et be named Kshudu, Ar: N 
A tes · garden coolie case. the wife of one Nando Pal, was taken against oe 
her will to a tea-garden to work as a coolie, how the manager of the garden 
did not take her into service, how the correspondent met her in the Srimangal 
Railway station crying for help, how the arkati, who accompanied the woman, 
and some railway police constables tried by means of threats to prevent the 
correspondent from helping her, and how, at last. on receiving a cers fg oe 
message from him the woman’s husband came and took her away. The 
attention of the authorities is drawn to the case, ac 
2. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir Mymensingh] of the 26th Caaav Mm, 
: December writes from Tangail that chaukidars Deo. 26th, 1906. 
Chaukidars’ proclamation having received orders to promulgate Mr. Lyon’s 
against the Swadeshi movement. Circular to the people are proclaiming that the 
Sarkar Bahadur has issued an order to the effect that everybody should buy 
foreign salt and foreign piece-goods in preference to country-made salt and 
country-made piece-goods. ‘The attention of the District Magistrate is drawn 
to the matter. . 
3. The Sandhya [ Calcutta] of the 27th December says that in conse- Sr, 
quence of what appeared in a previous issue (see Des. 27th, 1605. 
Public men in Calcutta subject- Report on Native Papers for week ending the 
ee eee 2nd December, paragraph 3) regarding the employ- 
ment of detectives to watch the movements of certain respectable citizens 
of Calcutta, Mr. Halliday, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, has evidently 
come to his senses, because these spies are no longer seen to shadow those 
gentlemen. ‘The writer threatens Mr. Halliday with exposure and punish- 
ment in the High Court if he again ventures to set spies on public men, and 
says :— | | 
a It will not do for Mr. Halliday to indulge in such recklessness in the 
metropolis. Does he think that we are not subjects of His Majesty King 
Edward VII? Ifhe again commits such a discourteous and unlawful act, weshall 
drag him to the High Court, and see how his master, Mr. Carlyle, the man 
who comes from the Police Department, saves him. Is there no law in the 
country that he should harass the citizens of Calcutta at his sweet will and 
ote tl We again ask him to forbear from indulging in such reckless 
eaks. He receives his salary for maintaining the peace in the city and not for 
insulting respectable people. Does he think that he is above all law and 
control because the police is in his hands? Does he not know that the High 
Court still exists? We challenge him in this matter. Let him again openly 
set spies on some other gentleman, and he will see what happens. The 
meekness of the people of the country has turned his head. He has forgotten 
that he eats the salt of the King- Emperor. : 
4. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar Calcutta] of the 20th December publishes two Mus-o-svpmaxas, | 
letters giving accounts of a case of oppression De. 2th, 1905. 
of wp llened case of oppression alleged to have been committed by Babu Bibhuti 
Bhusan Chakravarti, the ta /uſtdar and jotdar of the 
Ajail village under the Kumarkhali thana in the Nadia district, on a certain 
Kalu Shaikh, known as Kalu doctor of the neighbouring village of Ganeshpur, 
on the ground that the latter had eaten beef on the occasion of the last : 
Ramjan festival. Bibhuti Babu’s men are said to have broken into the house ery 
of Kalu and carried him to the Babu’s house in Ajuil where he was severely 
beaten and fined Rs. 50. oe : 
5. Referring to the correspondence in the Englishman regarding the 
: excesses of English soldiers and sailors on the 
Christmas day, the Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of 
the Ist January testifies to ite truth by describing 


the assault on a vegetable seller of the New Market by a European soldier 
resulting in a fracture of his skull. 5 


The paper says there have been many more instances of such assault during 
the Christmas week and the wonder is that the police have been conspicuous 


Hinpr BANdavast, 


Excesses committed by drunken van, 106, 106. 


soldiers in Calcutta. 


Datiy Hrravan, 
Jan. 3rd, 1906. 


‘ BasvMatt, 
Deo, 30th, 1905. 


Hitvarta, 
Deo. 10th, 1906. 


Bikas, 
Deo. 24th, 1906. 
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by their absence in every case till long after the offence had been committed. 
The Christmas week a. however, — somehow, but the Police Commis- 
sioner should see that such unhappy incidents do not occur during the stay 
of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in Calcutta. | 
6. The Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 3rd January says that as in 
„ hb. Selios ag 71 * 8 i * 5 = nig ote 
igit i Wales’s arrival in Calcutta, so on the New r’s 
n una anata Day following, on the occasion of the military 
review, the police, both civil and military, freely used their sticks, batons, 
lathies, etc., on the crowd of spectators. Will not those people who could not 
resist the temptation of witnessing sports and amusements, although they en 
knew the nature and disposition of the police, receive a lesson from the rough 
treatment which they have actually received at its hands? . 


(d) Education. | 


7. The Basumati Calcutta] of the 30th December says that a portion 
of the grant made by Government for the improve- 
Primary education in Bengal. ment of primary education in Bengal should be 
applied to purchasing such articles for primary schools as are necessary for 
the efficient teaching of Kindergarten object lessons. At present these articles 


are urgently wanted by the primary schools in the country. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


8. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 10th December is grieved to hear 

| that immediately after the partition of Bengal a 

Py err of road-cess in the change has been made in the procedure of collect- 

ni gaa a ing the road-cess. The Hon’ble Mr. Fuller, while 

inspecting the Dacca Collectorate, said that the land revenue and the road-cess. 

should henceforth be collected together. If such hardships are imposed in 

the very beginning of the partition of the Province none can say what will 
happen hereafter. 

9, The Bikas [Barisal] of the 24th December says that the cost of the 

| survey and settlement of Backergunge is being 

The cost of the surrey and estimated and realised from the people of the 

settlement of the Backergunge district in a most arbitrary way. It is rumoured 

that the logs which Government has suffered in 

Faridpur will be made good in Backergunge by raising the charge to be levied 
in the latter district from tn pice to five annas in the rupee. 

10. The same paper says that the failure and abandonment of the 
project to make a survey and settlement of the 
Faridpur district proves the utter worthlessness and 
incapacity of Mr. Jack as a settlement officer. The people of Faridpur, 
however,. are to be congratulated on their escape from the ruin consequent 
on a survey and settlement, which now faces the people of Backergunge. 
Mr. Jack should be removed from settlement. work in Backergunge, otherwise 
he will spoil everything there He depends on others for the proper 
performance of every bit of work with which he is entrusted, 


Me. Jack and settlement work. 


(g) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


11. Writing in the Daily Hitavad: [Calcutta] of the Ist January, 
Babu Prakash Chandra Mukerjee, 12-4, Balaram 
Ghosh’s Street, Calcutta, says that on the 25th 
December last he was travelling in an inter-class carriage in the down night 


A railway complaint. 


train on the Bengal Central Railway. After the train had passed the Bongong 


station the light in his compartment went out and third class passengers began 
to pour into it, and as he had some ornaments and money with him he had to 
pass the rest of the night in great uneasiness. It is a pity, says the 
correspondent, that such mismanegement should occur after the line has 
passed under Government control. 


a ee 
(h)— General. 
itavadi [Calcutta] of the 22nd December wants to know for Breavan, 
1 5 1. n 1 what genes Babu Mahananda Gupta, Collector 89 bom 1906, 
3 4 Gapts, late Collector of Calcutta, incurred the displeasare of the authori- 
Calcutta. ties and sustained a serious reduction of pay. In 
the absence of any ue by, the Government, people are making various 
he cause of the reduction. 
cee The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 24th December. does not know wh Hirvasta, 
} the authorities are displeased with Babu Mahananda Des 24. 1906. 
Punishment of Deputy Magis- Gupta, the experienced Deputy Collector of 
trates. Calcutta, in charge of Stamps and Revenue. We 
are surprised to hear that his pay has been considerably reduced. We do not 
know why the Babu has been subjected to such treatment. A short time ago 
the Deputy Magistrate of Jessore was dismissed on account of a docrease in the 
revenue. It is difficult to comprehend why tlie authorities have adopted such 
a any 4 Referring to the immigration of the famine-stricken people of thje . 
i R States into British Territory, 58 same 
The order relating to the gm ne- r says that the present action taken b 
ee ee Rn in this W shows great sympath . 
but (we may urge that at the same time no injustice may be done to the 
Native States. The Government must first satisfy themselves if the Native 
Chiefs have done their utmost before issuing any orders against them. | 
15. Referring to the case of the native lad who was killed at Ballygunge ta ee is 
: by a shot, which has since been proved to have 
come from the local rifle range, the Hitavadi 
g, of the 22nd December asks if no compensation will be paid to the 
ather of the poor lad. The writer also requests the authorities to consider 
the advisability of removing the rifle range to a place which is not so near an 
inhabited — 5 a N . 
16. The same paper has the following under the heading, What is 
„What is sedition ? sedition ?” : — 
gi Our rulers now-a-days see the spectre of 
sedition in everything we do. They deem seditious even acts which are in no 
way harmful to the sovereign or to the State, but which are only calculated to 
increase the comfort and happiness of the subject-people. It has therefore 
become necessary to obtain a clear and simple explanation of what is meant 
by the word “ sedition.” 

Everybody is now aware of the various unjust, illegal and high-handed 
procedures which the officials of both old and new Bengal ure adopting against 
the Swanesht agitation. If questioned, they reply that they have thought it 
right to adopt those procedures with a view to preventing a breach of the 
peace and to suppressing sedition, Mr. Emerson, the Magistrate of Rangpur, 
went mad on hearing the cry of Bande Mataram, and unnecessarily humiliated 
a number of esteemed gentlemen by appointing them special constables. 
Even the Lieutenant-Governor of Assam admitted that Mr. Emerson acted 
foolishly in doing so, Notwithstanding this admission, prosecutions have 
been instituted against such of the gentlemen as have refused to serve as 
special constables, and steps are being taken to retain the services of the 
Advocate-General and other eminent Barristers on behalf of the Government, 
at the hearing of the rule in connection with those cases in the High Court. 
What does all this mean? Why is so much trouble being taken to support 
action which has been characterised as foolish? Is it sedition to disobey the 
illegal orders of a Magistrate ? 
ae The people of Andul in Howrah are showing some eagerness for the use of 
indigenous goods and a shop has been opened thore for the sale of such goods. 
This has Jed the Magistrate of Howrah to enlist a number of respectable men 
of the locality as special constables. as he, in his wisdom, sees the likelihood 
of a breach of the peace, although no one else ‘sees it, nor is anybedy in Andul 
seen to have taken up arms against the sovereign. Prosecution after prosecu- 
tion has been instituted against the gentlen,en who have refused to accept the e 
office of special constables. Even the higher authorities are saying that the 5 
Magistrate of Howrah had convincing proof of the likelihood of a breach of 


The rifle range at Ballygunge. 
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the peace and, accordingly, felt it necessary, to appoint the special constables, 
Is it to be understood, then, thut the establishment of a shop at any place for 
the sale of ichen goods creates the likelihood of a breach of the peace, 
marks the men of that place as disloyal, and the sellers of indigenous goods as 
the inciters to sedition 5 ee 
A number of educated and esteemed men of Barisal circulated a letter 


‘requesting their countrymen to use country-made goods and see to the wide 


circulation of such goods in every village. Even this harmless letter was 
deemed a seditious proclamation by the Lieutenant-Governor of Assam. He 
reprimanded the authors of the letter in an ungentlemanly manner and had 
had the letter withdrawn. An interpellation was put on the subject in the 
Viceroy’s Legislative Council, and the highest official in the land replied 
without the least compunction that the Lieutenant-Governor of Assam was 
free to adopt any measures he might think necessary for the prevention of 5 
breach of the peace and for the suppression of anarchy in East Bengal. He 
expressed no opinion as to whether the action of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Assam was legal or not. Are the people, then, to understand that it is 
seditious to request one’s fellow-countrymen to use indigenous goods ? 

The authorities say that school-boys should not join in any political 
agitation. Without entering into any discussion as to how far the Swadeshi 
agitation bears a political character, we are prepared to admit that school-boys 
should not join in any agitation. But why is zulm being committed on 
respectable, elderly people, on zamindars and other influential men? Why 
are the authorities casting angry glances at zamindars who are trying to 
promote the use of country-made goods in their zamindaris? The uttering 
of Bande Mataram has been held to be the climax of sedition. Why then is 
Oppression being committed alsoon men who, without uttering the words 
Bande Mataram, are quietly endeavouring to iutroduce the use of country- 
made goods in their villages? Is there any sedition in such endeavour ? 

Recently Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales signified her desire to 
hold a female darbar at the house of the Lieutenant-Governor of half of Bengal. 
Requests, which have all the force of order, are being issued to respectable 
Hindu and Musalman gentlemen to send their purdanashin ladies to the darbar, 
and itis, we hear, being given out that those who refuse to send their ladies 
will be looked upon as disloyal. What does all this mean? Will it be looked 
upon as sedition to refuse to send the purdinashin ladies of one’s family to the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s house? Will the subject-people have no independence 
in this matter too? People whose houses lie on the Prince of Wales’s route 
on the night of the illumination have been requested or ordered to illuminate 
their houses, If any of these people fail, through poverty or for some other 
cause, to carry out the order, will they he looked upon as disloyal? What 
is the true feeling of the authorities? 

We request the authorities to throw aside their mask, and tell us plainly 
what acts on our part will constitute sedition. Let the public know what 
meaning has been secretly attached to the word “sedition” in the new 
dictionary of the authorities. That will set all our anxieties at rest. Let 
the authorities plainly tell us whether it is sedition to request others to use 
indigenous goods, whether it is a proof of disloyalty to sell or purchase 
indigenous goods, whether it is considered harmful to the State to endeavour 
to promote indigenous industries, whether it indicates want of loyalty to refuse 
to send the purdanashin ladies of one’s house to any place the authorities might 
please to direct, whether it is to be considered the climax of sedition to protest 

inst the illegal orders of the District Magistrate and of the Police officers, 
whether interference with the interests of English merchants is to be considered 
as heinous an offence as taking up arms against the sovereign. A clear 
statement will remove all doubts and let the world know the policy on which 
the Liberal British Government is ruling India, We, too, on our part, should 
then know what dangers we have to face and shape our uctions accordingly. 
It is needless to point out that doubts on all these points are seriously 
inconveniencing both parties. 

_ The subject-people see no riots in the country, no excitement or other 
sign of a breach of the peace, no rebellion in the country. Nor do they ever 
dream of a termination of British rule in India. Yet the authorities, say that 


. 


/ 
/ 


Bs ak 5 
„ that the educated Ben; 


there is anarchy in the country 


eriously disloyal and are inciting Hindus and Musalmans to a quarrel amc 
8 : that there is, accordingly, great unrest in the country, and that 


as, therefore, become urgently necessary to set matters right. the plea of 
preventing this imaginary breach of the peace, they are adopting the most 
berbarous means to harass school-boys, are by various means humiliating 


respectable people, who wish well to their country, and are frightening the 
pople by committing serious oppressions upon them with the aid of the police 
and the military. No right-thinking man wishes a continuance of this state of 
things, nor is it pleasant either to the rulers or the ruled. 0 
We would therefore ask the authorities to lay aside their duplicity, to 
give up deceiving us by their false professions of sympathy with the Swadeshs 
itation and the cause of the indigenous arts and industries. Remove all 
doubts in the public mind by showing the secret workings of your own mind. 
Tell the public plainly the definition you have attached’ to the term “sedition ” 
in your new dictionary and the relation which the sentiments of loyalty and 
disloyalty bear to the interests of the English merchants and to the sale and 
purchase of foreign goods. The word “sedition” now appears to us to bear 
a deeper meaning than we hitherto attached to it, We have come to surmise 


this from your conduct. You can remove all doubts in a day oY 3 
ive out 


plainly. When you can do as you like, what need of delicacy 
in a stentorian voice the meaning of the word ‘‘sedition” and set all our 


anxieties at rest. 


17. Referring to Sir Bampfylde Fuller's career in Eastern Bengal, 
the Bias [ Barisal} of the 24th December writes as 
The polivy of Sir Bampfylde follows: 
inn How is it possible for us inwardly to respect 
the person who, instead of showing sympathy with us in our present misfor- 
tune, is maltreating us to the best of his ability? If his successors in Eastern 
Bengal follow the same line of policy as he has inaugurated there, then the 
administration of the new Province will forever be regarded with contempt 
by the Bengali nation. If Bengalis are prevented from giving vent to their 
feelings, they will learn to hate the Government in secret, a state of things 
which can never be productive of good. The people, brutally harassed and 
persecuted by the new Government of Eastern Bengal now pray to the 
powerful British Lion to put a stop to the policy which now guides the new 
administration. If this prayer fails to arouse thesympathy of the Lion, it is 
believed and hoped that the Lord of the Universe will not disregard it. | 

18. The following is an extract from an article in English published 

8 in the Dacca Gazetie [ Dacca] of the 25th Decem- 
o partition. der: r ue 

Will the partition be kept intact by the present Liberal Ministry? We 
have heard the question asked and discussed in several quarters. 

Will the partition be revoked ? We will oracle-like answer, No. Our 
reasons are:— , „ 

First—The true reason and motive for partition will never come for 
consideration by the British Parliament. It is a mistake to think that the 
Parliament is the real arbiter of our Destiny. The rulers out here are our 
real masters. The plea of administrative convenience is only a dodge too 
transparent to deceive anybody except the happy-go-lucky members of the 
Parliament who love to indulge in high platitudes and never care to go into 
the botheration of scanning things in their minute details. 

Secondly.—Parliament has its weaknesses too. The colossal ignorance of 
the average Britisher on matters Indian istoo well-known, and our Anglo-Indian 
rulers know how to take the utmost advantage of that ignorance. The word 
prestige acts as a charm upon the English statesman, and at its very mention 
they throw to the four winds all claims of logic and reuson and submissivel 
re to sacrifice them, one and all, at the altar of Prestige. Our rulers wit 

the traditions of a powerful bureaucracy at their back are sure to unfurl 
the flag of Prestige at the very first glimpse of any sign of danger, and rest 
assured, the majority of British statesmen sitting in the House of Commons 
will, with all their love of ae ey and keen foresight, dare not make light 
of the warning above alluded to, but will, on the contrary, lay the flattering 
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unction upon their disturbed souls by remembering that fools rush in where 
angels fear to tread. Who dare run counter to the wishes of Anglo-Indian 
officials on the spot? : 

Thirdly.—Liberals or Conservatives, whatever difference of opinion there 
may exist between them on home politics, so far as India is concerned are practi- 

y unavimous in their opinions, One grand broad principle underlies their 
policy, and what is that policy we need hardly mention here. Our leaders 
would always do well to bear this broad fact in their minds whenever they 
come to consider any measure adopted by the Government for some parti- 
cular purpose, In nine cases out of ten they will insist upon having their 
way, and only in the remaining tenth case, they will feeldis posed to modify 
it to a certain extent to meet the wishes of the popular party. For our rulers 
to give up a measure in foto after having once introduced it, is simply out of 
the question for various reasons. 

And so our leaders must shape their course of action acordingly. In the 
present case—the partition of Bengal—our rulers cannot with any sense of 
decency retrace their steps. They are pledged to it. Over and above this, that 
high priest of imperialism, Lord Curzon, will lend the whole weight of his in- 
fluence and persuasive eloquence against us. We have no right to complain 
agains this conduct. Human as he is, it is only in the nature of things that he 
will do his utmost to keep intact the grand partition he has effected by a master 
stroke of policy. What . we in England to pit against him? We have 
no giants there to measure strength with Lord Curzon and his adherents. 

One word more and that in a whisper, and we have done. We confess, 
it may be that wish is father to the conclusions drawn in the foregoing lines. 
For the country’s cause, we are also of opinion that the partition should be 
kept intact. The partition has given a new impetus to our national life, and 
instead of regarding it as a passing temporary phenomenon, we ought to try to 
make it permanent and ever progressive. And to our mind, nothing is likely 
to contribute more effectively towards the consummation of that object than 
the partition which has already proveda blessing in disguise and is destined 
in the fulness of time, to work out many other undreamt-of wonders. 

19. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 28th December says that a public 

meeting should at once be held in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, with delegates froin all districts of Bengal 
for memorialising the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India to rescind 
the partition of Bengal and for sending a deputation to England to see the 
latter on the subject. The writer thinks that with Lord Minto as Viceroy 
and Mr. Morley as Secretary of State there is every probability of getting a 
rescission of the partition measure if the Bengalis properly urge for it. 

20. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Paitrika | Calcutta] of the 

o 28th December hopes that the new ministry in 
wie Ministry and the England will reconsider the question of the 
partition of Bengal and see its way to reunite the 


The partition. 


partitioned province. 


21. The Charu Mihir . Mymensingh} of the 26th December says that 
Lord Minto's reply to the Lord Minto's reply to the address presented to 
P : 
address of the Bengal National His Excellency by the Bengal National Chamber 
Chamber of Commerco. of Commerce is hopeful to the Swadeshi cause, 


and will have the effect of checking the course of official repression which has 
been directed against it. 


22. Weare glad, says = apa iy [Calcutta] of the 29th December, 
baden: that in reply to the address of the Bengal National 
see Senet Bae Re e Commerce, Lord Minto — admitted 
a that the Swadeshi movement is capable of doin 
immense good to the country. But does not His Excellency know that the 
officials in the country are trying their best to suppress the movement, and 
that people are oppressed for saying “ brethren, buy couptry-made articles,” 
or for inscribing the words in public places? Is not His as” A aware that. 
in some districts Magistrates are trying, by means of secret machinations and 
barbarous artifices, to impress the minds of the eople with the idea that it is 
asin to purchase country-made articles, and that anyone purchasing such 
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‘cles is likely to incur the displeasure of the authorities? If, as Lord Minto 
— 1 . movement 4 fraught. with beneficial T en, to the 
people of the country, why does he not check such conduct on the part of the 
officials, and make it possible for the natives freely to advocate, foster and 
extend that movement? It would not redound to the glory of His Excellency 
to say one thing and do the contrary in practice. i „t HE 
23. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 30th December says that Lord BVA. 
) _ Minto’s reply to the address presented to His Des. 80th, 1906. 
Lord Minto and the Swadesht Pyoollency by the Bengal National Chamber of 
1 Commerce is hopeful as regards the Swadesh 
movement, and it is expected that this movement will have nothing to fear from 
him. It would have been well, however, if His Excellency had pointed out 
to the people on what lines they should henceforth conduct the Swadesh: 
agitation. | ; | | 
* 24. The Sanjivani ( Calcutta] of the 28th December complains that during g van 
the interview which recently took place at Barisal peo, 28th, 1006. 

n between Sir Bampfylde Fuller and some Bengali 
gentlemen of the town, His Honour did not even ask the latter to take their 
seats, and says that Lord Minto should consider whether the man who is 80 
much devoid of the sense of gentlemanliness should not be removed from the 
post of ruler of a province. : 

25. The Charu Mihir {Mymensingh , of the 26th December most respect- Oni mum, 
fully draws the notice of His Royal Highness the bes. 28th, 1008. 
Prince of Wales to the manner in which the 
authorities and the police in Bengal are oppressing 
innocent peopleand students for upholding the Swadeshi movement,—a move- 
ment which seeks to ameliorate the condition of the people of the country by 
improving indigonous arts and industries. 

26. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th December says that within the ,... 

. last few months 25, 000 3 have died of cholera pes, 28th, 1906. 
eincn. within the Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh 
district, the villages under the Kalihati thana alone 
accounting for 15,000 of this number. Recently, although cholera has abated, 
a little famine has appeared within the subdivision. Numbers of people are 
dying of starvation and malaria also. This is the general condition of the 
country. But Sir Bampfylde Fuller, who ran to Serajgunge and Barisal, 
because a boy hurt a tradesman at the former place and another boy threw a 
stone at an Englisiman’s boat at the latter, does not consider it a part of his 
duty to keep any information of this vast mortality within his jurisdiction. _ 

27. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 3rd January congratulates pany Hrravant, 

88 Kabiraj Dwarkanath Sen on the well-deserved Jan. ard, 1906. 
Dwarkauath Jef! d on Kabirzj title of Mahamahopadhyay which Government has 

been pleased to confer on him. 


The Prince of Wales and the 
Swadeshi movement. 


V.—PRosPects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


28. Now that the none of oye need of relief is 8 1 
3 Raj putana and the United Provinces, it is the duty bea o4th, 1906 

Wu of the authorities, says the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of ss 

the 24th December, to make adequate provision for mitigating distress lest 

thousands of people die of starvation as in the previous famines. 


V1I.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


29. The Magistrate of Burdwan has, according to the Hitvarta (Calcutta ] 

of the 10th December prohibited the students of 1 
the Municipal and the New school from uttering ee 

. Bande Mataram. The circular says that horses 

take fright at the cry of these words hence the prohibition. Such an 

occurrence had never been heard of before, but we now see that even donkeys 

take fright at it. At least the people of Burdwan must have seen this. Other 

animals also run to bite when they hear Bande Mataram. Instances of this 

need not be mentioned, such animals being visible in all directions. 


The cry of Bande Mataram in 
Burdwan. 3 
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24th December 
* of village 
an Maheshpur, zilla Jessore, is the spiritual head of 
certain local Brahmins and Vaidyas of the village; Pandit Bra jendranath 
Smriti Tirtha, the t re ntative of the family, is a highly learned, 
religious man. His actions in connection with the Swadeshi movement have 
won for him the position of a saintly leader of men; he is visiting houses, 
which he would not otherwise visit on account of his exalted tion; and 
trying by his sound advice to secure the co-operation and determination 
of the people in the national cause. He is making ple take oaths in 


temples and before spiritual heads to use country-made articles and give 


up all foreign goods. If any one buys foreign articles secretly he is 
excommunicated after due investigation and is thereby obliged to follow 
his advice, for otherwise a barber, a washerman, and his family priest would 


not render him their services; even the defaulter’s friends and relations will 
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have nothing to do with him. In this way some ten or fifteen men have been 
excommunicated. His teaching has made the inhabitants of Maheshpur and 
the neighbourhood converts to Swadeshism and their ancient religion. People 
are prepared to sacrifice even their life in the cause of Swadeshism. 

31. Although we have no official information says the Hindi Bangavast 

5 [Calcutta] of the Ist January, regarding the 

gaye consumption of European goods in Bengal, from 

what we see all round we believe the consumption is decreasing. The 

Swadeshi pledge is being scrupulously kept in Barisal in spite of official 
Oppression. : | | 

Every sensible man knows that Swadeshi send (service of one’s country) is 
not an illegitimate act. It has been arrested by the mistakes of some officials, 
but we are certain no obstacles would stand in its way in the long run. Lord 
Minto may or may not confess as to his knowledge of the state of affairs in 
Eastern Bengal, but the reign of terror in that province has considerably gone 
down since his arrival in the country. ) 

82, Referring to the adverse remarks of certain officials regarding the 

3 way in which the Swadeshi movement is being 

F carried on, the same paper appeals to Lord Minto 
to declare which is the right way, since His Excellency has advised the people 
to follow it. It is for him to say whether the requesting of people by their 
own countrymen to use home-made articles or the order issued to them by 
some Officials to use foreign goods is the proper thing. Can there be any fear of 
a disturbance of peace bY the former? If it is not the proper way, O Lord 
of the British Empire, the paper asks, say then which is? Ss 

33. In reviewing the reply of Lord Minto to the address of Welcome 

5 from the Bengal National Cbamber of Commerce 

nnn. in course of which His Lordship is reported to have 

said that he approved of the Swadeshi movement if properly conducted, the 

Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 31st December says, Lord Minto would have done 
well if he had expressly pointed out the proper way. 

Has His Lordship no knowledge of the severity with which people asking 
their friends to use Indian articles are being treated and declared seditious b 
his officials in order to nip the Swadeshi movement in the bud? Has His 
Lordship also no knowledge of the insidious way in which officials are prevent- 
ing the people from joining the Swadeshi movement? If the movement is 
really for the good of the country, why are the Government officials arresting 
its progress? Lord Minto should make some regulations for the development 
of the Swadeshi. Empty professions will do no good to the people. 

34. A correspondent of the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 10th December 

1 dreams of a meeting held to criticize the administra- 

tion of Lord Curzon, in which the President supports 

the rule of His Lordship in these terms :—It is a general rule with the people 
that so long as there is no fear of a danger, no means are adopted to avert it. 
But it was due to the good luck of our country that a farsighted and thoughtful 
Viceroy like Lord Curzon came and awakened us to a true sense of duty 
by his good acts, and if we on our part instead of showing our gratitude to 
him give expression to ingratitude, we shall bring censure on our country. 


( 8 ) 
People will come to realize the benefits which the late Viceroy has conferred 
thi | 
All the actions of the late Viceroy who was a true well-wisher of India have 
been highly beneficial to this country. Only we could not form a correct 
estimate of their value. In conclusion the President said that we should give 
up all futile agitations and political gramblings and adopt some other means 
by which peace may prevail between the rulers and the raled, and thereby 
the prosperity of the country assured, gt 
35. A correspondent of the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 24th December in 


Money. In sending a Mission to Kabul the very life-blood 


of people’s money was wasted like water. The Tibet Mission cost lakhs of 
rupees and thousands of lives. The State Secrets’ Act has struck the hearts of 
the people like lightning. The Universities Act has filled the country with 
discontent. The partition of Bengal has made the whole country go into 
mourning. But nobody dared op the self-willed and haughty policy of 
His Excellency Lord Curzon, who oppressed the poor and defenceless; Indians 
as he liked, for he was stubborn, ene and fond of praise and iron rule. 

£6. Plague, according to the Hitrarta [Calcutta] of the 10th December, 
is making havoc in Budhiya village near Mokameb, 


— and the inhabitants are arranging to evacuate the 


village. | 
7 The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 22nd December has a poem under the 
4 heading—" child catchers,” in the course of which 
1 88 it says :— 
Child catchers are out, you must take particular care of your children. 
Spies are running about in all directions; they will undo you if they can once 
catch you at a disadvantage. 


They will break your teeth with your own curry-tone and muller. Look, 


the police are coming, they will be maintained with your money and will catch 


and send you to jail. | 

Minto is our god ghantakarna (the presiding deity of cutaneous. diseases). 
He is to be worshipped with ghentu and bau flowers. The deity is quite 
appropriate to the disease he presides over. What we pray for now is that 
our wounds may be healed up. 

Whoever comes to Lanké (Ceylon) becomes a Rakshasa, if he gets every- 
thing necessary for such a transformation ready to hand. Can an old monkey 
learn to dance? It is useless to remonstrate with it. 

Law and justice have been cast to the winds. Whata kind answer was 


given to an interpellation! “He has done right.” Bravo to you. Is this 
the new policy of the administration ? 


All the mad dogs are getting more maddened. They lose-all their sense of 


right and wrong when they become rubid. If they come to bite, deal with 
them as you think proper. 


38. Regarding the rule issued by the head constable of Rungpore, in the 


special constable case, the Hitvarta | Calcutta] of 
Govorament presticc. . 94th December says that it remains to be has 
3 whether the prestige of the Government is going 

to be maintained or not even after taking so many precautions in such a case. 
39. With reference to the lessons taught by the alleged atrocities per- 
. petrated at Barisal,a correspondent of the same 
oppression in Kast Bengal. paper writes: — 


(1) That the Government does not care a bit for the discontent of the 


thirty millions of British Indian subjects consisting of Kaj 
Maharajas and the peasantry. All men high and low should 

now that the Government are acting under the belief that 
or" can gain their end, whether the people are contented or 
not. 

(2) That the people will not be allowed to take advantage of Govern- 
ment telegraphs, railways, steamers and post offices in time of 
difficulty, although the people contribute towards the mainten- 
ance of these institutions. So far as the people's share of 
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country, only if our present Viceroy is guided by à similar spirit. 


criticizing Lord Curzon’s administration writes | 


Dec 24th, 1906 


HrravVaRta, 


Hiravapl, 
Des, 22nd, 1905. 


Hrvanra, 
Dec, 24th, 1908. 


HITVARTA, 


( 14 ) 
contribution is concerned, they are only throwing ghee (clarified 
butter) on ashes. The evil effects of conveniences placed at our 

disposal by foreigners are now making themselves manifest. 

(3) That the helpless and poor natives have no alternative but to 
suffer, goes without saying. They should neither commit 
offence nor displease any body, but do their duty quietly. The 
strong may oppress the weak, but the latter should lways be on 
their guard. 

Bra ra, 40. Referring to the prosecution of the Poona newspaper the same paper 
Des. 24th, 1905. says: — When Lord Curzon. arrived in this country, 
) the disloyalty of Poona was the question with the 

authorities, and again at the beginning of Lord Minto’s rule, the same question 
has cropped up again. It remains to be seen how the affair ends. 
Hitvarts, 41, Sometimes kind, at others harsh, treatment by the proud Europeans, 
says the same paper, has awakened the Chinese to 
‘ realise their position. They are now trying to 
establish their predominance in everything relating to China. The Europeans 
are holding themselves aloof at the display of Chinese unity, bravery and 
3 perseverance. 
Mepimt Baspaay, 42. The Medini Bendhav [Midnapore] of the 27th December writes as 
Dec, 27th, 1906. ollows :— | 
To the Hindu the sovereign isan incarnation 
of the deity, the very sight of whom is, according to the Hindu Shastras, pro- 
ductive of great religious merit. Let the Prince of Wales’s visit to Bengal aud 
the religious merit that will be earned by the Bengalis by seeing His Royal 
Highness free the land from oppression, instil good spirit into the officials, and 
establish peace in the country. : : 
Sat SRI VisENv- 43. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


Disloyalty of the people. 


The awakening in China. 


The Royal visit to Bengal. 


PRIY a-O-ANANDA ° 8 
Bazan PATBiKa, 1 28th December most cordially welcomes the Prince 
Deo. 28th, 1905. AWA delaberaent and Princess of Wales to Calcutta. 
Basumatt, 44, The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 30th December publishes a poem 
Dec. 80th, 1905. =| ting the Princess composed by a Bengali lady, welcoming the 
“meee cS ee Princess of Wales to Bengal. The writer prays 


Her Royal Highness to look upon Bengalis. with 
kind and sympathetic eyes and remove the cause of the grief which now lies 
heavy on their desponding hearts, : 

SwaDEsH, 45. The Swadesh [Calcutta] of the Ist January asks every Bengali to 
Jan. let, 1906. The Bovel vie; lay aside all grievances for the time being and 

yal visit. S. 
show proper respect and honour to the Royal visitors 

as it is his duty to do so. May God bless their Royal Highness ess 
HID Banoavasl, 46. The Hindi Bangarasi Calcutta] of the lst January is unable to guess 
Jan. Ist, 1906, ints ; how the Amrita Bazar Halriſa has come to know 
Lees of 3 Satie a that His Roy al Highness has managed to acquaint 
Bengal. ; himself with the present state of things in Bengal. 
} It is said the Prince of Wales expressed a wish to 
see a native newspaper. and when one was given him he wanted to see more, and 
in this way became thoroughly aware of the state of the country. Whether 
the facts stated above be true or not, the Bengalis have hitherto been 
under the impression that it would not be possible for His Royal Highness to 
know the whole thing. Who would dare show him the pitiful scene when he is 

kept engaged in seeing the various pageants. 

Hint Bawoavasi. 47. In quoting a criticism of the M unicipal address to His Royal 
EE eee Highness the Prince of Wales at Lahore from one 
r ok its residents who is said to be suffering from 


the effects of the present scarcity in the Punjab 
in which he says that only tie beautiful buildings which ped belong to the 


Government or the Anglo-Indian merchants and Municipal Commissioners and 
ure no indications of the prosperity of the general public were shown to His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the sante paper says :-— 

The above remarks of the poverty-stricken resident of Lahore are such 
as crores of Indians are anxious to make before His Koyal Highness. The 
critic is an educated man, and has therefore given expression to his feelings 

in the columns of a newspaper, but those who are illiterate and ignorant, silently 
suffer till they die, but never approach royalty with a tale of their woe and 


( 15 ) 


misery. However the Prince is seeing what is being shown to him, also what 
happens to come before him, and it is hoped all this seeing will not go io 
vain. : 

48. The Bengalis of Calcutta, says the same paper, have suppressed their 
feelings of pain and grief from which they are 
suffering for the time and joined the other people 
of Calcutta in welcoming His Royal. Highness the 


Welcome to His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales. 


Prince of Wales. 


49. Referring to the telegram received the other day from London 
regarding the agitation in Chinese newspapers for 
stopping tke import of Indian opium in China 
as a result of the dissatisfaction of the people at the conduct of certain English 
officials at Hongkong, the Bharat Mitra | Calcutta] of the 30th December 
remarks that English officials generally commit zaburdusti (high handedness, 
wherever they go outside their own country. If the import of opium in China 
is stopped, Indian finance would receive a great shock. The English make the 
Chinese use opium for their money which is then spent on Frontier wars. So 
if the import is stopped, there would be lessof opium-eating in China and 
few wars at the Indian Frontiers. 


50. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 29%h December is grieved at 

f. the action of the Burma Government in opposing 

1 Bahadur Shah's lomb. the righteous endeavour on the part of the Musal- 

man inhabitants of Rangoon to repair the tomb 

of Bahadur Shah, the last Moghul Emperor of Delhi, whom the British Govern- 
ment unjustly deposed and banished for his part in the sepoy mutiny. 


51. The Hitavadi (Calcutta] of the 29th December reproduces a cartoon 
from the Manchester Evening Chronicle under the 
heading The English merchant and the Bengal 
tiger,” in which a Bengal tiger is represented as about to pounce upon an 
Englishman carrying a bundle of British goods on his back, while an elephant 
3 penned) is about to set its foot on the tail of the tiger. The letterpress 
is as follows :— 


The Bengal Tiger, Angry at the haughtiness of the India Office in England, 
says to the English trader, If this white elephant sets its foot on my tail, 
know it for certain that I shall devour your head.” 


52. The Rangpur Vartavahs {| Rangpur] of the 29th December says that 
. those Musalmans who, believing the work of 
1 Sir Bampfylde Fuller, think that they are really 

the beloved of His Honour should test his love 
towards them by making a request. Where there is no justice, there can be 10 
love. His Honour’s love is only outward, otherwise he would not have 
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committed zu/m on Musalman shop-keepers in Barisal. One who loves one wife 
cannot love another. When Sir Bampfylde Fuller loves Lady Fuller, he 


cannot have any love for two other wives—one Hindu and another Musalman. 
The latter are only his mistresses whom he keeps only for his amusement. 


53. The Bharat Mitra Calcutta} of the 30th December and Hitrarta 


Newspaper prosecution. L alcutta] of the 3lst December notice the news- 


paper prosecution at P ivi 
3 per p ion at Poona giving the facts of the 


54. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 30th December contains the 


G proceedings of the first two days of the Indian 
National Congress which sat at Benares last week 


and also the substance of the Presidential speech at length. . 


55. In reviewing the history of the Indian National Congress for the last 
The Indian Nations] Cocgress, twenty-one years, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 


dlst December enumerates the various political 


e gained by its labours, such as the election of members to the Legis- 


ative Council, right of interpellation and of criticizing the budget, &c., and 


ese twenty years before? The only detractors 
ose who are either selfish and enemies of their 


asks who could have dreamt of th 
of the National movement are th 


country or jealous of its achievements. 


BRARAT MirTRa, 
Dec, 80th, 1905. 


BRHARAT MiTRA, 
Deo, 30th, 1905. 


Hrrvakra, 
Deo. Slst, 1905. 
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Hrrvasra, 56, The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 31st December gives the substance of 
Dec, Slot, 1906. Cotton’s “Light of Home,” as pablished in the 


sce Phy calor cies Hindustan Review. Referring to the work of the 
Hon’ble Mr, Gokhale in England, the paper. is confident that it is likely to result 
in great good to the people of this countrv. A ray of hope has at last beamed 
— mg there was nothing but darkness before. The Indians should there- 
ore take heart, 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bengali Translator, 
BeyGaL! TRawsiator’s OFricr, 
The Gth January 1906, 
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If.—Home Abm. 5 
(a)— Police, Ee tes 


1. The Bengalee’s Mymensingh correspondent complainsthatthe Mymensingh n be. is 
| ne police have again brought themselves prominent 
‘The Mymensingh police and to notice by visiting educational institutions and 
ee seizing school records for the purpose of identifyi 
those students who were concerned in the recent assault cases. The ity 7 
Collegiate Branch, the W School, and the Edward Institution have 3 
been literally inveded by the police, with the result that the students are terror- 
stricken and the schools absolutely deserted. The assault cases referred to took 
‘sae at dusk, that is, at a time when it was almost impossible to identify 
nown persons, so the horrors of identification by the unscrupulous police can 
in the present instance, be better imagined than described, 3 ) 
2. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that the breakdown of the Rajshahi Amara Banas 
oe students case proves conclusively the untrust- so. no 1906. 
The Rajshabi — case, —_ worthiness of the Muhammadan Sub-Inspector — 
who investigated the case, and the danger of relying upon Muhammadan 
officers, who fed up with high hopes, have been employed to harass 
the Hindu community. The investigating officer, in the course of the trial, 
was found not only to have submitted an incorrect public record, but to have 
tried to support it on oath in Court. A more serious position cannot be 
conceived, and the Government is asked to call for and examine the records 
and satisfy itself as to the reprehensible tactics that are being employed 
inst innocent people. This case is recommended as a New Year present to 
the new Secretary of State for India, to show him how far official high- 
handedness can triumph in His Majesty’s Indian Empire. ee 
3. From complaints that have reached the Bengalee from all baa bar 1 
it appears that the native constables distinguish — oo 
themselves on the night of the illuminations by 
wantonly assaulting Bengali passers-by. Europeans were allowed to cross 
the streets at any point they pleased, but if a native attempted this, the 
constable fell upon him with his long lathi. Such invidious distinctions are 
not conducive to the growth of loyalty. The journal hopes that the Commis- 
sioner of Police will maks an inquiry into the matter, as it really seemed as if 
the police were paying off old scores against the Bengalis. The European 
constables, on the other hand, behaved with exemplary self-control. 
4. An Anglo-Indian 3 * to the Amrita pie pide Aura Basak 
3 f appeals for aid in the suppression of crime which w Jan. 
Ph eg al crime on the ig prevalent almost throug — the section of the . 
a A. -D. C. Railway from Agra to Delhi. It is no 
exaggeration to say that Earopeaus and Indians alike are entirely at the 
mercy of robbers and dacoits. About a month ago the Assistant Station 
Master of Muttra received a blow on the head, and a few days ago the Station 
Master had his brains battered out. What is very surprising is that barely a 
stone’s-throw away there is the Railway Police Depdt. 
5. The Bengale regrets that the visit of His Royal Highness to the 
1 8 Senate House should have been signalised byra 
R a: ‘suns Gone repetition of indiscriminate assaults upon innocent 
persons by the police. Men on their way to 
business were beaten for merely asking the constables on duty whether the 
oad was closed to them or not. In College Square people were assaulted for 
merely standing ip groups. In fact, it may be said that the police did their 
best to provoke a breach of the peace, and it speaks much for the self-restraint 
of the crowd that the constables ‘did not get what they richly deserved.’ The 
Bengalee trusts that the Commissioner of Police will take steps to prevent a 


a ay of these indiscriminate assaults and to ascertain the names of the 
. O 5 : 


Tho illumination arrangements. 


nders. 
_ &—Gene ral. | | 
6. The Indian Mirror is sorry that the Barisal authorities are persistent] ian Maen, 
Barisal affaire. riding rough-shod over the feelings of the peopl - '™ 


It appears that constables armed with Jathies, and 


Sth Jan. 1906, 


Beans, 
6th Jan. 1906. 


( . 4 ) 
headed by the Assistant Saperintendant of Police and the Captain of the 
Gurkhas, were present at a public meeting convened with the object of 


xpressin tification at the appointment of Mr. Morley as Secretary of 
Stato for adie, The journal hopes that in sending the Minister for India 


their congratulations, the promoters of the meeting will not forget to mention 
how they were placed under police surveillance and sought to be overawed even 
at a public demonstration of this nature. 2 ye 
| „The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the public are not a little 
rised at the summary removal of Babu 
rr Mehananda Gupta from his appointment of 
aa e tie Collector of Calcutta and his degradation to a 
Deputy Magistracy on a salary of Rs. 400 a month. An impression prevails 
that this officer has been punished in this severe manner for taking part in the 
Swadesht movement, but there is no foundation for this. In any case, the 
journal thinks that it would have been well if the papers in connection with 
this case had been published: | : 
But whut is much more important than the removal of Babu Mahananda 


Gupta is the appointment of a European in his place. The Collectorship of 


Calcutta is one of the few prize appointments open to Indians, and during the 
last two decades it has been filled with special distinction. In these circum - 
stances the journal considers that it would be a gross wrong to debar the 
Indians from the appointment because one of their number, who was moreover 
a Government nominee, has failed to give satisfaction. 

8. The Bengalee writes that tactlessness and an utter want of sympathy 
CW noticeable features of Sir Bampfylde 
Go eee Fuller's administration. At a time when the State 
4 | is celebrating the Royal visit by a series of gracious: 
acts, this administrator dismisses 63 clerks from Government service and’ 
publishes a notification to that effect in the Assam Gazette. This furnishes still 
another proof to show that Sir Bampfylde Fuller is wholly, unfit. forthe govern- 
ment ofa great province, especially when the administration has to be conducted 
under circumstances of extraordinary difficulty. But what is the reason for the 
dismissal of these clerks in a body? Have the Swadeshi movement and tlie 
anti - partition agitation anything to do with it, and were they, in compliance 
with standing orders on the subject, given an opportunity of explaining their 
conduct? Truly the ruler of the new province has unwittingly served thé 


4 in many ways, and if he can but stimulate the growing feeling of dislike 
or 


Government service, he will have rendered signal service to the province. © 
9. The Amrita Bazar Patria characterises the dismissal of 63 Hindu 
clerks from the Assam Secretariat and their 


Thi. exclusion from Government service in future as an 
unp ented event in the annals of Britich rule in India. Has Sir Bampfylde 


Faller any right to deal with public servdhats in this fashion, when he does not 

ay them from his own pocket? True they are his subordinates; true also lie. 
is authorised to dismiss them under certain circumstances; nevertheless, it is 
preposterous to suppose that he can take away the bread of so many at his 


sweet will, by. a single notification, apparently without giving them any 


Air wen of explaining their side of the case.“ Where is the safety of a 
ublic older, if he can be turned out of his office in this arbitrary manner? As 
e matter is one of supreme importance to the Government and the : 
alike, will Lord Minto allay public anxiety by asking his subordinate to explain. 
fully under what circumstances he has driven three score men out of the 
service? If His Excellency overlooks this unjustifiable act, then the people 
will be driven to the conclusion that there is no; responsible Government 
in the land. ) 
10. If the facts contained in the official explanation regarding the 
pe _ dismissal of no less than 63 clerks are correct, the 
„ Bengalee is of opinion that the latter can Hardly 
complain of having been severely dealt with. The journal is sure, however, that 
the clerks will be able to give a very different version of the case. The 
mystery is why 80 men employed in a single Government office should have 
aimultaneous! struck work. What was it that drove them to throw up their 
situations and risk starvation ?. If Sir Bampfylde Fuller thought he had a good 


¢ 8 
case, why ‘did he. not publish the explanation simultaneously with the order of 
dismissal? If this had been done, much misunderstanding would have been 
avoided. One is almost inclined to believe that the explanation was purposely 
withheld to throw the ‘ Native Press’ on a wrong scent, 
11. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that it was indeed a unique depar- 
ture from established procedure to have notified in 
The dismissal of 68 clerks from the provincial Gazette the dismissal of petty clerks 
n holding temporary appointments. Moreover, why 
were not the grounds for their dismissal given in the notification os 
with their services? What could have been easier? The matter is indee 
more serious than it looks and cannot be disposed of in the airy fashion the 
Pioneer has sought to dispose of it in an apparently inspired article. Nothin 
short of the publication of all the papers in connection with the matter wi 
satisfy the public mind, | 
12. Another important post, writes the Amrita Bazar Patria, has 
quietly been appropriated for the European com- 
of munity viz. the Superintendentship of Stamps and 
Stationery, which has frequently been held by 
Indians of ability. There is a very cogent reason why this post should 
be held by a native. The Superintendent has to adjudicate a large 
number of documents written in the Bengali language. He has to read and 
understand the contents of these documents in order to find under what article 
of the Stamp Act they are chargeable with Stamp duties. A European officer 
cannot be expected to do this. But above all, it was distinctly understood 
that, when the high, higher, and highest appointments were monopolized by the 
members of the ruling race, an appointment like the Stamp Superintendent- 
ship should be made over to a distinguished Indian Deputy Magistrate. But 
a bone with little flesh, nay, even dry bones, are not to be thrown at the 
‘Natives’ nowadays. The ‘ Whites,—pure, semi-pure, and quarter-pure— 
must not only eat the fat and the flesh, but also the bones.” 


V1I.—MIscELLANEODS, 


13. The Indian Mirror writes that whatever may be the feelings enter- 

wi Bossi cia tained by the people towards certain Anglo-Indian 

wag besates rulers, their loyalty to their Sovereign will never 

be shaken. It is indeed a pity that the Prince should have visited India at a 

time when the country is groaning under the effects of Lord Curzon’s repres- 

sive régime, but it is earnestly hoped that he will communicate his impressions 

to the King-Emperor, who is apparently quite in the dark as regards the 

feeling of discontent prevailing in the country. 

14. The Bengalee extends a loyal and respectful welcome to Their Royal 

Ibid, Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, and 

hopes. with John Bright that the presence of 

Royalty will serve to check the proverbially harsh treatment to which the 
natives of India are subjected by their English rulers. : 

It is not the fault but the misfortune of the Bengalis that the Royal 
visit should have taken place at a time when the province was passing through 
the most critical period of its existence, and when the joyous acclaim of a 
loyal peor must mingle with the plaintive strains of a mourning nation.’ 
It would be unnatural for Indians to put pn a smiling face, and they would 
not be true to their salt were they to conceal from their future Emperor the 
real state of public feeling in the province. Thus while their feelings towards 
the Sovereign will always be loyal, they cannot at the present moment be 
anything but cheerless. ) 

15. Since his arrival in this country, writes the Indian Mirror, the Prince 

Ibid, of Wales has been the central figure of many a 

i 3 2 2 has won the gag the 
| & gracious act, but the touching ceremony at the Victoria 

, — Hall will never be forgotten by the ee With truth did the 
Prince say, when he was about to lay the foundstion-stone of a world-famous 
edifice, that a great sorrow and a great love were being commemorated. No 
less pleasing were the words of His Royal Highness:—“ To us this wonderful 
expression of gratitude brings natur pride and warm hopes.” It is the 
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genuine sentiment which underlies these words that has bound India to 
England with an attachment unparalleled in the history of an alien Govern< 
ment. The journal earnestly hopes that these gracious utterances will infuse 
the nation with new life and hope. Heaven only knows what India has 
suffered during the past few years, but the words of the Prince will be a balm 
to her wounds.“ „ 
16. It appears from a message wired by Reuter, writes the Bengalee, that 
| _ the conduct of the British officials at Shanghai has 
Threatened buycott of Indian become so overbearing and intolerable that some 
ase of the Chinese newspapers have «commenced to 
advocate the boycott of Indian opium as a protest against the attitude of the 
Shanghai officials. If this retaliatory movement, which, moreover, would be 
welcomed by the anti-opium party, took on, it would spell disaster to Indian 
finance. The opponents of military extravagance would also welcome it, as 
it would definitely terminate the prosecution of aggressive schemes beyond 
the frontier, for if India lost her opium revenue, her military expenditure 
must necessarily be diminished. Shiv : 
17. A 7 Geen telegram to the Amrita Bazar Pairika says that a Jammu 
8 correspondent reports that there is considerable 
e bertafron gua zußer. agitation against the use of beet sugar, and that 
confectioners have been warned, and imported sugar already with them has 
been bought up with money raised by public subscription. 
18. The Bengalee, in commenting upon the honours conferred upon Nawab — 
Salimula of Dacca, says:—‘Such has been his 
| reward for supporting Lord Curzon’s partition 
scheme—ésuch is the abuse of patronage by the powers that be! Now, in the 
not improbable event of the partition being negatived, will the Nawab be called 
upon to resign his seat on the Imperial Council and return the Star to the 
oreign Office? | | 
19. The same paper, reviewing the events of the year just past, says that 
for India it marked, tothe intense relief of the 
people, the close of the reactionary régime of Lord 
Curzon. The late Viceroy came out to India with a determination to suppress 
the educated Indian in general and the Bengaliin particular. He began b 
reducing half the number of elected Municipal Commissio ners of Calcutta. He 
passed the Official Secrets Act. He officialised the Universities in India. He 
partitioned Bengal in order to deal.a heavy blow at the growing influence and 
power of the Bengali nation. He abolished the competitive test in the recruit- 
ment for the public service, in order to increase the already large patronage 
enjoyed by Government and to exclude from the service of Government able 
and independent men who possess no other passport than that of merit. He 
crowned all this by calling the Indians a nation of liars. The closing weeks 
of his régime were, however, the worst, being associated with Gurkha oppression 
and police persecution. But if the country is grateful for being rid of the iron 
rule of Lord Curzon, it is even more thankful for having got such a kindly and 
sympathetic ruler as His Excellency the Earl of Minto. — 5 
20. The Bengales writes that Mr. Dutt, in his address at the Industrial 
Conference, characterised the present industrial 
condition of India as lamentable, but not hopeless, 
s for handicapped as the Indians are, they have 
achieved a measure of success surpassed only by Japan. The statistics of 
recent years go to show that the production of cotton and woollen goods in 
India has increased nearly a hundred per cent. in one case and fifty per cent. 
in the other. These percentages have been raised considerably by the Swadeshi 
movement, which is everywhere influencing trade, Moreover, in the last few 
months many small industries have sprung up throughout India. These 
industries have a future before them, and it would be no exaggeration to say 
that India is face to face with industrial regeneration. i: 
Speaking of the Swadeshi movement, Mr. Dutt fervently blessed it as being 
fraught with the most beneficial results to the country. He explained that 
‘neither the rare instances of disturbances nor the unwise measures of repression 
are part and parcel of the Swadeshi scheme.’ The essence of the scheme is to 
stimulate and foster, by every lawful means, the home industries. Why then 
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have the Government thrown themselves into a panic over such a movement? 
Is not Swadesht practised by every civilised country? Mr. Chamberlain’s fiscal 
reform is nothing but this. Germany, on the other hand, is striving to encourage 
Swadeshi by means of tariff walls and State bounties. Thus every nation is 
pro-Swadeshs, and the Indians should do their utmost to establish the present 
movement on a firm basis, for their industrial progress is bound up in it. 

91. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that it is abundantly clear in what 

light the Government regards the Swadeshi move- 
The official attitude and our ment, There should, further, be no doubt that every 
— possible means will be adopted to repress it. In 
these circumstances it behovos the Indians to do everything in their power to 
make the movement succeed, for in this lies their regeneration. It is a question 
of life and death to them, and even if shopkeepers are scared by the Magistrates 
into importing foreign goods, let the people at large not buy them, regardless 
of the consequences, t them take a solemn vow ‘never to touch a foreign 
manufacture again’ and steadfastly keep it till the end of time. In this way 
if every son of India performs his duty to his country, it will place the Swadesh: 
movement on a firm and lasting basis and bring about the regeneration of a 
dying nation, | 

22. The Bengalee devoutly hopes that the Prince will not estimate 
Bengali civilisation by the nature of the enter- 
tainment provided for him in the name of the 
‘people’ on Tuesday last. Neither the people nor their accredited leaders had 
1 to do with the programme, and if the ruler of Bengal were a man of 
greater experience, he would undoubtedly have vetoed such an outrageous 
entertainment. To judge the progress and civilisation of the Bengalis by the. 
character of such an entertainment would be scarcely rational, and the 
journal hopes that His Royal Highness will not put down the Bengalis as 
barbarians because of the preponderance of the barbaric element in that 
so-called popular entertainment. 

23. The Hindoo Patriot is exceedingly glad to learn that the Swadesh: 
movement is spreading fast in Northern India. 
From Lahore the agitation against the use of 
imported sugar has spread to Hurdwar, where the Pandas have resolved not to 
accept offerings of sweets, etc., containing made of this sugar. This has compelled 
the halwais to conform. Another piece of good and encouraging news is that 
in the town of Hathras the Marwaris have decided to start a Swadesht spinning 
and weaving concern, the capital being Rs. 4,00,000, divided into shares of 
Rs, 500 each. Nearly half the amount has already been subscribed. Those 
who are wont to state that the Swadeshi movement is dying out should note 
these facts. The Indian community should undoubtedly be encouraged by 
the activity prevailing, and de all that lies in its power to advance a 
good cause. 

24. The Bengalee observes that one may read the numerous electioneering 
speeches in vain for any reference to India or 
Indian questions, and attributes this marked 
...  _Omission and neglect to the fact that India is not 
represented in the British Parliament. The case of Ireland leaves no room 
for doubt that representation lies at the very root of reform in this 
country, and the journal appeals to the ‘ mother of Parliaments’ for the grant of 
this priceless boon. The colonies already possess Home Rule to the fullest 
extent and for them representation in the British Parliament is neither neces- 
sary nor desirable, but India stands on an entirely different footing, and until 
she is given the same measure of autonomy whichthe colonies already possess, 
her direct representation in the House of Ae. is absolutely necessary for 
the protection of the rights and privilages of her people. 
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